SO YOU WANT TO BE A

Travel
Writer
by ELIZA THOMAS

Workshop
Overview
TODAY'S TOPICS
1. The Essentials
2. Setting Your Foundation
3. Building Your Story
4. The Finishing Touches

"If you don't have time to read, you
don't have the time – or the tools – to
write. Simple as that."
STEPHEN KING
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The
Essentials
The
Essentials

Read, read, read

Practice (10,000 hour rule)

Cultivate a unique voice

Get into the habit of
making notes

Write what you know
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Setting
Your
Foundation

Have a specific storyline

Have a goal

Determine your structure

Dig deep, be unique

LONDON IS NOT THE STORY
It's the destination. Your trip isn't the
story either. It's just a series of events.

Have a
specific
storyline

A writer's job:
Decide what kind of story you
want to tell. Then choose the
events from your trip that will
contribute to that story.

A HELPFUL TIP:
To begin, write the standfirst
of your story, and then use it as
a brief to keep your story in line.

NOBODY LIKES A DEAD END
Some travel stories have a physical goal (e.g.
running a marathon), but a lot of trips don't.

Have a
goal

A writer's job:
Give your readers a reason to
stick with you for all 2,000 words.
Say you went to Bali to run
a marathon. Did you complete it?
Tell them the what, why, when, how,
and ultimately, what you got out of it.
A HELPFUL TIP:
If there is no physical goal, create a
personal one (e.g. discovery, healing,
learning, growth). Readers are more
likely to stay through to the end if they
know what they're getting into.

GIVE YOUR STORY LIFE
Reading a 2,000-word wall of text with
no dips, dives, and breaks is mind-numbing.

Determine
your
structure

A writer's job:
Allow your readers to properly break,
pause, absorb, and digest information.
Use paragraph headings, bulleted or
numbered lists, sidebars, pullout
quotes, etc.
A HELPFUL TIP:
Some trips don't need a 2,000-word
essay to tell a story. If you're able
to informatively summarize your
story in a 10-point listicle, do it!

SAME SAME, BUT DIFFERENT
How is your trip to New York City any
different from the projected-to-visit
67 million people this year?

Dig deep,
be unique

A writer's job:
Put a new spin on what's been
done to death. This requires
moving past comfort zones, tourist
traps, and internet reviews.
A HELPFUL TIP:
Know about the local culture?
Dig deeper. Read about the people?
Dig deeper. Heard about the social
issues? DIG DEEPER. Research,
study, learn, do your homework.

Building
Your
Story
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Start
Strong

Use Vivid
Language

Show
And Tell

Use
Dialogue

Entertain,
Not Impress

Use
Pictures
Include
Useful
Information

6.5 SECONDS THAT MATTER
The life or death of a travel tale
depends on its first paragraph. You
cannot afford to mess this up.

Start
strong

A writer's job:
There are myriad ways to begin your
story, but make sure your first paragraph
is the hook, line, and sinker that draws in
and keeps your reader there until the end.
A HELPFUL TIP:
An effective way to start a story is by
revealing its climax. From there, back
track to how you got to that situation.

WHEN TWO BECOME ONE
Using both these story-telling techniques
helps bring your story to life.

Show
and tell

A writer's job:
You want your story to have the reader
imagining being on the trip with you.
'Showing' is to describe what you
saw/felt/heard/smelt in detail. 'Telling'
is just progressing the story.
A HELPFUL TIP:
Recognize what needs to be 'storied'
and what needs to be 'told'. Put
yourself in someone else's shoes and
see if you'd care about a detailed
explanation about a cup of coffee.

"The most valuable of all talents is
that of never using two words
when one will do."
THOMAS JEFFERSON

THE VOCABULARY FLEX
The thesaurus is great help. But let it only
help, and not take over.

Entertain,
not impress

A writer's job:
Feel free to play around with words but
don't overdo it. A sprinkling of foreign
words or phrases is interesting.
Too many of those will push your
reader away.
A HELPFUL TIP:
Stick to the KISS rule and you'll be fine.
KISS = Keep It Short & Simple. Don't try
to sound overly clever or formal either.

“My aim is to put down on paper
what I see and what I feel in the
best and simplest way.”
ERNEST HEMINGWAY

WHEN YOU SAY NOTHING AT ALL
Some people talk a mile a minute but say
absolutely nothing of significance. Writers
tend to make the same mistake.

Use vivid
language

A writer's job:
You are writing a travel article. It
doesn't get any laidback than this, so
don't be too formal. Also don't try to be
too clever. That's just as annoying on
paper as it is in person.
A HELPFUL TIP:
Push past the travel cliches like
'melting pot', 'bustling city', 'stunning
view', etc. Use your everyday words to
tell a story like you would to a friend.

GIVING CHARACTERS CHARACTER
Having more than one voice or personality
in a story gives it depth and dimension.

Use
dialogue

A writer's job:
Adding dialogue to your story gives it
more life. It gives personality to the
people you mention, adds punch to
your story, and breaks monotony.

A HELPFUL TIP:
Note or record what people
say and how they say it.

A PICTURE PAINTS 1,000 WORDS
So that's 1,000 words added to your story
without boring your reader to death.

Use
pictures

A writer's job:
You might be a great wordsmith,
but a good photo does wonders to
augment the imagination and inspire
wanderlust. Practice basic photography
skills, and learn how to identify
good photo opportunities.
A HELPFUL TIP:
Take as many photos as possible.
It's better to be spoilt for choice
than strapped. You can use them
for other stories.

THE DEVIL IS IN THE DETAILS
What's the point in sharing your travel tale
if you're not going to help others
experience it for themselves?

Include
useful
information

A writer's job:
Let your readers know prices,
directions, store/restaurant/street
names, things/people to look out for.
Don't forget to add links wherever
possible. Your readers will thank you.
A HELPFUL TIP:
Once again, make notes! Having a
'wealth of information' isn't just about
quantity; it's also quality.

“The first draft of anything is shit.”
ERNEST HEMINGWAY

The
Finishing
Touches
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Read your
draft aloud

Fact-check

Self-edit

Spellcheck

Restructure

Pace your
finish

THINK OF IT AS ROLE PLAY
There are times when things are better said
out loud because they could sound better
(or worse) than they do in your head.

Read your
draft aloud

A writer's job:
Whether its to yourself or a friend, reading
your draft out loud can help you detect
clunky sentences, verbosity, unnatural
segues, awkward turns of phrase, etc.
A HELPFUL TIP:
Don't be shy about reading your
draft out loud. It's better to do this
and spot problems before you publish
your piece, than have someone on
the internet shredding you to pieces
for "sounding dumb".

“When your story is ready for rewrite,
cut it to the bone. Get rid of every
ounce of excess fat. This is going
to hurt; revising a story down to
the bare essentials is always a little
like murdering children, but it
must be done.”
STEPHEN KING

DON'T BE LAZY
No first draft is perfect. Read, re-read, and
rewrite your article before you send it out!

Self-edit

A writer's job:
Good writing is re-writing. Self-editing
helps you come up with something
that reads or sounds better than the
first draft. After editing, proofread for
spelling, grammar, and punctuation.

A HELPFUL TIP:
Don't be afraid to remove unnecessary
sections. Add/refine points to make
them clearer.

LET'S DO THE SHUFFLE
Get comfortable with non-linear writing.

Restructure

A writer's job:
Understand that a good story never
flows from beginning to middle to end
in the first draft. Write everything you
want and then go back and rearrange
your story to give it the perfect flow.

A HELPFUL TIP:
Bang out key paragraphs or scenes on
a separate sheet. Think of these as
jigsaw pieces that will give you the
bigger picture you desire.

DO YOUR GOOGLES
Wikipedia simply cannot be trusted...

Fact-check

A writer's job:
Fact-check EVERYTHING. Even if it's
something you saw or read or experienced
first hand, do your Googles to make sure that
it is indeed as it seems. This may require
moving past the first search page, but it's a
necessary evil. Better safe than sorry!
A HELPFUL TIP:
Compare information from at least
ten credible sources. If five or
more corroborate the information,
then it's safe to use.

HELLO, GRAMMAR POLICE?
Spellcheck, Grammarly, and the thesaurus
are life lines, not life support.

Spellcheck

A writer's job:
This is one of the reasons why reading
is fundamental. Reading is studying in
a way where it helps you learn new
words, as well as writing, phrasing, and
punctuation styles.
A HELPFUL TIP:
When you come across new or
unfamiliar words/phrases, study them.
Practice using them to move them
from your passive vocabulary to your
active vocabulary.

THE END IS NIGH
A smooth finish is better than a
sudden drop.

Pace your
finish

A writer's job:
Instead of spartan-kicking your readers
off the story train, let them off calmly
and in an orderly fashion. Learn to
taper off your story as it nears the end
to prevent leaving your readers with
literary blue balls.
A HELPFUL TIP:
Start setting up your conclusion in the
last two or three paragraphs to ease
the reader's exit.

"A professional writer is an amateur
who didn’t quit.”
RICHARD BACH

